Young Women’s Leadership Network

Young Women Leadership Network (YWLN) was formed by UNWOMEN in 2011. YWLN
is a volunteer group of young women who contribute their spare time after their
studies or core work.

The Young Women Leadership Network (YWLN) is announcing two hour event on
the evening of September 23rd to showcase the 10 winning photographs from our
photo Contest, known as “Photo’s Voice.” YWLN has three main activities this
year, including the “Photo‘s Voice” contest along with a forum theatre and a small
grant project. FRIDA, Young Feminist Fund, is YWLN financial support making our
three projects in 2016 possible.

Objective:

 To reflect on the important work of women’s participation to make an
improvement in the economic, health and environmental sectors in society.

 To create the opportunities for youth, especially young women to show the
importance of women participating in economic, health and environmental sectors
in Cambodia.
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Vision:
Young Women’s Leadership Network wants to see that women, especially young
females, have the ability, position and sufficient opportunity for leadership roles and
involve in social development (with real democracy).

Mission:
Encourage young females to work in partnership with civil society organizations and
government, both at national and sub national levels through strengthening capacity,
women empowerment, and advocacy in order to have positive change in policy making
and positive social development.

Young women work for women and society.

Descriptions in this booklet are opinions of the top-ten candidates who participated in
Photo’s Voice.

This booklet prepared by:
Ms. Nhean Monyvann
Ms. Keat Phallyvong
Ms. Ouk SamAth

Translate and English editor by:
Ms. Ear KouchSeam
Ms. Rayna Stackhouse
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Ms. SO TITHYA
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Award #1: Ms. SO TITHYA, 22 years old.

This photo reflects the advantage of young women relating to the health sector like the
development of economy in Cambodia. In the meantime, there are many reasons that
motivated me to choose this photo.
First, this photo shows the reality of a young woman who helps patients and is setting
the best example to other youth. As you see, she has taken care of the patients for a long
time and it’s a message to other young women that it's important to support the health
of many people in this society.
Second, I would like this photo to urge parents to send children to school. No matter if
they are a girl or boy, they can participate to develop our society. I hope when all
parents see this picture, they will understand the importance of a girl's proper
education when it comes to their future. Third, we should value women for the job they
do or their skills. So I hope, this photo can empower other women to not give up on
their dreams and improve their self-confidence. Women aren’t only capable of being
housewives but they can also be nurses, professors, or even in the technology sector.
Finally, I intended to photograph a young woman because I hope it can be a message to
the public showing that it’s not only older members of society who can participate to
develop the society but the youth can participate too. Moreover, the young women need
education to make their dream come true with their confidence.
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Ms. Mork Sireyroth
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Award #2: Ms. Mork Sireyroth, 24 years old

Cambodia has a population of about 14 million people. Women make up
more than 52 % of the population and the HR (Human Resource) potential
is important to development all the sectors for the country. Moreover,
Cambodia is heavily influenced by globalization and the integration of Asia.
It’s necessary to have the forces of the women and men in the economy.
70% of women work, compared with 59% of men. And this is not
considering the women who work in their families and businesses and do
not receive a salary.
Obviously, since ancient times until now, we see in the market across the
country, women playing an active role in the sale of both small and large
that is important for economic in family and economic society. In this
photo, a woman is the seller of fruits who buy all vegetables and fruits from
the other side of river by a small boat to take those vegetables and fruits to
sell at the other side of the Mekong River. This is her career for over 10
years. Although she had to get up early in the morning every day to travel
across the vast river, sometimes through the wind and the rain which can
be dangerous, and sometimes having difficulty walking up and down the
embankment, but this woman would never give up. She overcame these
obstacles because of her family life and her hope. In particular, she has
contributed into the development of the economy of the villagers through
the purchase of the villager’s product to do business.
This is a photo that represents women’s participation in the economy. It’s a
small part of the participation but it’s an important part to develop the
economy in her family and in society because all income that she earn from
her small business she has to divide into parts and costs. She must buy on
food daily, spend money on her children's education and other costs. This
flow of income and expenses we call the economic cycle. Moreover, this
also is an example to other men, the struggle, trying, and overcoming
obstacles anyway possible in any situation; it’s still a career which some
men has difficulty doing.

6

Mr. Chhuon Chantha
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Award #3: Mr. Chhuon Chantha, 23 years old.
Hands hold weaving machine with a refreshing smile as seen in the picture, this is not
the smile of physical and psychological happiness as everyone thought, it is just a smile
to cheat herself from the weariness for a moment that stands working 8 hours or 12
hours per day of my mother. Throughout my childhood, I haven’t seen my mother live
as comfortably as other woman. For my family she is a good mother. She takes care of
all the work, in and outside our home. My mother has worked at garment factory for
more than 20 years since I was a one year old.
She goes to bed late, wakes up early. This is the habit of my beloved mother. At 4 o'clock
every morning, my mother wakes up to prepare meals for my father and her children,
and keeps some food for herself to have for lunch at the factory. Mother says that, “food
made by herself however delicious or not delicious, she still eat it, she didn’t buy other
food because we are not sure that the food they make is hygienic or not.” But in fact, she
didn’t want to spend money on food for herself. Departure in the morning is by a truck.
My mother and other workers have to stand about an hour on their way to the factory.
They work on the weaving machine from 7 am to 4 pm. My mother has only one hour to
have lunch. Sometimes she has to work overtime for 2 to 4 hours more to get additional
paid. She comes home, hungry and tired, but my mother still does the other housework
without ever complaining. Working from Monday to Sunday, my mother has no holiday.
Her holiday from her job is only some national holidays such as the Khmer New Year
and Phum Ben Festival...Etc. She is busy with her job but in the offseason she still asks
permission from the workplace to help my father to work on the farm. All this is the real
life of my mother.
This obvious example, we really think that women play a role important in helping
improve the economy and society. Women are not weak, as we all used to think.
Without women we would not have life on this earth. Without my mother, I would have
no knowledge as well as the ability to write this article. Women are strong people with
patience to overcome difficulties to get a better life. Finally, I’d like to say thanks to my
mother since she plays a role as a good wife, a great mother, and an active citizen in
helping to improve the economy and society. Therefore, all women must stand up to
show the potential that they have to get equal rights as men. Do not let a proverb say,
“Satrey vel Chhongkran min chum.”
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Mr. Vanna Sokheng
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#4: Mr. Vanna Sokheng, 21 years old

Women are a part of the society that is the main energy of participation in the sectors of
economics, health, and the environment in the country. In economics, women’s efforts
to improve their family business by being the the ones who allocate money for the
family as well as taking care of children and promoting their offers to become a good
human resource for future days. Despite their poor, tough life, women still work to earn
enough money for their families, as well as efforts to work day and night, regardless of
their exhaustion and poor health.

Sometimes, women will work in the heavy rain and get wet, and sometimes walk under
the sun for her family and society.
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Ms. Say Lalis
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#5: Ms.Say Lalis, 20 years old
When we hear the word “Garden” majority of people will think about to the view that
have the green grass with many color of the flower and crowded. But this word
“Garden” can have other meaning for some people that mean the place to work.

While men, women, young and old do exercise and chatting in the garden, a woman in
this photo who had a broom, spend a whole morning to do her daily work that it can
give her some money to help her family for other spending.

The society Khmer before think that the women should stay at home and do the house
work but nowadays the women are importance to find money for the family. However,
it does not earn much money but woman still important in helping the economy of
family. Moreover, cleaner job is an integrity job that everyone in the society give value
and this job has also contributed enormously to make the city beauty and attractive.
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Mr. Song Sinara
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#6: Mr. Song Sinara, 20 years old.

On this picture is showing an old lady preparing charcoal to put into the sack who name
aunt Sarom. She’s selling charcoal which is her job for living and income supply in the
family. Actually she always contribute 5000 riels per month for funds in the Cambodia
Red Cross through her village chiefs by told me that “5000 riels are not too many but
it’s a part of helping society too, if we can share a small part of us to the other people in
the society”.

This image and the content above are the interviewed directly by me to her because she
is my neighbor.
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Mr, Lam Sav
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#7: Mr. Lam Sav, 20 years old.

Today, women are playing a part in raising the national income and earnings of the
family. In this photo, an old woman who lived in Phreas Sihanouk province is now a
massager for tourists. The ability to massage women is very special and makes the
visitor feel relaxed, reducing their stress. I really admire this woman because she was
creative in providing health services along the beach. It not only attracts tourists to
come visit Cambodia again and again, but it also facilitates her daily life.

However, it’s just a small job that does not earn a lot of money but she still tries and is
happy with her job because it’s honesty and not damaging to others and is not against
the law.
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Mr. Hour Monysela
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#8: Mr. Hour Monysela, 21 years old.

In society, women are particular to participate in development in society and the
country. We can see that there are 50% of women that have work and a career
supporting their life. It can be noble work or small jobs. Some women are taking care of
the whole family for many reasons such as being a widow and obligated to take care of
the elderly parents and the small child, etc.

If we look at this picture, it’s represent the activity of a woman who’s cutting flowers in
the pond. This activity shows that she cares and has a responsibility for her family by
selling these flowers to earn some money to feed the family and for the education of her
child. If we think deeply, we think her career is just a small career but this small career
can give her child the opportunity to go to school to get the knowledge to be able to
develop the country in the future. And more than the sale of this flowers, she eats it too
because it’s a flower that grows naturally in the pond and has no chemical that would
affect her and her family. And it’s represent the culture of the Cambodian people at the
companion that they always go to cut the lily Proleut ”lily”, lotus, go fishing for fish and
pearls to eat because it can reduce the cost. If you think about Proleut “lily” that’s in her
hand, in this picture we see that she cooks many food with it, such as lily sour soup or it
can used as an ingredient for a Khmer noodle dish etc. Those foods are the traditional
foods of Cambodia’s people since ancient times and we still eat it.

In summary, women are the driving force that motivates national progress and the
group modesty and their humility in maintaining the traditional culture. Foreigners find
the attitude of Khmer women to be gentle and humble but not soft and strong.

18

Mr. Sun Kunna
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#9: Mr. Sun Kunna, 25 year olds

From a kid who knows only how to spend money to the kid who has a role to help
decrease the family’s charge. Srey Roth who has brown skin, 12 years old, sympathetic,
sounds like the kid told me that she was in Kandal province and has 4 siblings and she
was the third in the family.

Every day she can sell 30 to 40 flowers, making a profit of about 3 to 4 thousand riels.
And every morning, she needs to get up early to plug the flowers with her mother and 2
others which her father buys from the farm. She told me that the first time she went out
and sol flowers she would run after cars to sell a lot flower while they were in a traffic
jam and sometimes she would argues with the other seller because of they were
competing for customers. It has become routine for this girl because it is now her job.
Even in times of difficulty, it has been pleasant.

After lunch this girl is always smiling with happiness with the others kids who sell with
her. She talks with a smile on her face. If someday she has lot money, she will start a
flower shop because she thinks that selling on the road like this can’t earn much money
and is also dangerous. If she has a flower shop, she will help the kids who sell so they
don’t have to take risks like this and can earn more money too.
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Ms. Lee Dana
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#10: Ms. Lee Dana, 17 years old

Matriarchy doctrine roots deep into the society since Funan region began. All work
always valued women, especially society development work.

Meanwhile, valued women also have some theory disrupted women’s social work like
a theory “S’trey vil jong kran min chum”. People always think of women as the weaker
sex and they cannot do anything beside housework. But if we analyze them more
clearly than this, women are the main indispensable power contributing to economic,
health, and environmental development.

Actually, like in the photo, we see a woman cleaning the public parks and many little
boys watching and we can know they are her sons. This confirms that this woman has
worked as a cleaner to make money to provide for her family and her children who
are still young. Even this work gets a little money though not enough to provide
entirely for the family but this woman still does her work actively in order to get this
little money. Moreover, women as cleaners always get discrimination from all level of
people in society but she still accepted this work because she loves the environment
and would like to see our city beautiful. One more thing, this cleaner woman is like the
medical technician. She looks after all human health. She is a cleaning up trash that
spreads disease. If no one cleaned up the garbage, various infections and diseases
could spread.

Without them, the whole city would be filled with garbage with no green spaces. Thus,
all people should respect women who clean because they are protecting the health of
all of us and contribute to the development of the national economy.
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